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the common standard, and it is an extraordinary thing that
Burke should never have had a seat in any cabinet.   He
did not, however, belong to one of the governing families,
and  his  Irish  extraction  made  Englishmen  inclined  to
distrust him.    Moreover, his judgment was occasionally
warped to such an extent by his imagination, as in the
charges which he brought against Warren Hastings, that it
became entirely unreliable.   But of his writings one of the
greatest English historians has said, " The time may come
when^they., may ..no longer be read;   me time will never
come in which men will not grow the wiser by reading them^"
The Whigs hoped to check the corrupt power which the
Re- Crown had acquired, and for this purpose they now brought
formers .^ (through Burke's influence) an Economical Reform Bill
The This reduced the number of offices and pensions and dis-
micaj franchized all " revenue officers ".   Up to this time these
ReorBiu" officers", who were appointed by the Crown, were so
numerous that they actually formed one-tenth of the voters
of the country.   Other measures included the grant of an
independent Parliament to Ireland (see p. 711).

When Rockingham died, the King chose as Prime Min-
i- ister Lord Shelburne, a very able but unpopular man who

mhSstery was so much distrusted and disliked by Fox and Burke that
(1782-83) ^^ resjgnecj office rather than serve under him.^ V*.

To Shelburne fell the unenviable task of making tne peace,
and when the terms of the Treaty of Versailles became
known (see p. 637) his enemies made capital out of it.
Fox and Burke united with Lord North and Shelburne was
out- voted in the House and driven from office.

For a brief while these incongruous allies held power.
The FOX- The Duke of Portland acted as head of the new ministry,
?: but Fox was its chief figure.   He could count on North's
Si stolid placidity * and he hoped he himself could accomplish

Coalition"             r            j                        r                                                  r

1 There is a story that, during the War of American Independence, after Fox
had denounced a member of Lord North's ministry in most scathing terms,
Lord North came up to Fox and said laughingly, " I am glad you did not fall
on me, Charles, for you were in high feather to-day,"